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about OYSTER is a multidisciplinary rupture, 
dredging Welsh myth through the silt of the 
Anthropocene. The Cauldron of Annwfn bubbles 
up: spitting out queer mutations, collapsing 
ecologies, half‑formed ways of belonging. 
Bodies come apart. Hands learn care in the 
wreckage. Breath catches in an old accordion; 
memory leaks, slips, hums. Myth and matter 
scrape against each other until they spark. 


No answers offered. An opening, a crack: a 
portal where grief and joy knot together, 
where you unmake yourself in order to begin 
again, together, raw.

Title: OYSTER 
 // Short film and multidisciplinary project 
 Co-created by: GWENBA, Tess Woof 
 Produced by: Robert Oros


Featuring: Tess Woof, Beth Greenhalgh


Written and Directed by: GWENBA 
Performance Direction and Score: Tess Woof 
Cinematography: Kurt Riddell, GWENBA 
Costume and Make-up: Petros Kourtellaris 
Ceramics: Judith Rees 
Lighting and Gaffer Support: Chapter Arts Centre 
Sound Design: Tess Woof, GWENBA 
Post-production and Design: GWENBA


Mentorship and Dramaturgy: Heike Roms,  
Sam Williams, Holly Davey


Filmed at: Ginst Point, Carmarthenshire, Wales


With support from: Chapter Arts Centre,  
+ Arts Council Wales

co-created by: 

about



Tess Woof is a portal opener.
[a][b] They have been making work in 
Wales most predominantly alongside 

tactileBOSCH and performance 
collective SGOR. Tess is obsessed 
with exploring the blurry lines of 

disciplines. Their practice is 
rooted in the body—their own and 

others—and what happens between us. 
They are deeply engaged in 

researching the materiality of 
language, relationality, and sound 

scores, and how these can be 
explored to create meditative, 

hypnotic ways of existing in space—
ways that feel new, or newly found.

GWENBA is a multidisciplinary 
artist:designer, filmmaker, and 
mystic based in Cardiff exploring 
the intersections of ecology and 
cyber-folkloric storytelling. her 
practice entwines scientific 
re:translations, archival 
research, and the unconscious into 
mythic, shape-shifting narratives.​ 
Working fluidly across text, 
moving image, sound, sculpture, 
and installation: her work 
glitches between human, non-human, 
and other worlds.



      YSTER is a 

multidisciplinary project 

and short film 

reimagining Welsh 

mythology through the 

lens of the Anthropocene. 

Rooted in the Cauldron of 

Annwfn from the early 

medieval poem Preiddeu 

Annwfn, the work uses 

this symbol of cyclical 

transformation to explore 

queer identity, 

ecological collapse, and 

the urgent interplay 

between mythic and 

material worlds.


A body is taken apart and 

carefully put back 

together through choosing 

to un:learn. The work is 

concerned with care,

symphonic slips. 


OYSTER presses against 

heteronormative 

structures of love and 

loss, tenderly refusing 

resolution. It’s about 

belonging despite not 

fitting in, about sitting 

with contradiction—about 

staying with the 

discomfort, the beauty, 

the flickering power of 

alienation re-inhabited. 

It opens a portal where 

myth and matter meet, 

where ecological grief 

and queer joy shape-shift 

into something that can 

hold us, even as it asks 

us to unmake and remake 

ourselves.

It leans into love: the 

kind that asks more than 

it gives, that 

complicates, ruptures, 

and somehow, still, 

sustains. Conversations 

thread through it. a 

grandmother's accordion 

breathes. Memory blurs 

and secrets get dressed 

up and offered as 

and the daily mess of it. 

It moves from the ache of 

disconnection towards 

ways of belonging—not as 

something inherited, but 

something we have to make 

again and again, through 

gesture, through 

proximity, through the 

grit of showing up.
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live show at chapter arts centre nov 2025

documentation by polly thomas

l







any more info:
FILM SPECS. 


OYSTER is a short film, approx 14 minutes. 
Country: Wales, UK.  
Language: English & welsh. 
Picture: UHD 3840 × 2160. Colour.  
Aspect ratio: 16:9. 
Sound: Stereo.  
Captions available: English SRT.  
Burnt in subtitles available. 
Delivery: ProRes 422 master. H264 web screener. 

 | full film available on requestwatch trailer

LIVE SPECS.


OYSTER can also be presented as a 45 minute 
live installation and performance with 
sculptural projection surfaces in the space. 
The work uses three mobile hard-front screens 
and three paper frames that are moved during 
the performance, with video projection and 
overhead projection interacting across the 
room. Technical requirements include one short-
throw projector, an overhead projector, basic 
mic inputs, stereo PA, and simple lighting 
states (optional). Full technical spec and cue 
sheet available on request.

contact.

[[ GWENBA ]] 
Based in Cardiff | No: +44 7897111163  
< info@gwenba.com > | 

  | www.gwenba.com @g.wenba

[[ tess woof ]] 
Based in Cardiff/london | No: +44 7943896352  
< tesshonorwood@gmail.com > | 

  | portfolio @tesswoof

[[ robert oros ]] 
Based in Cardiff| No: +44 7704922936  
< robertoros93@gmail.com > | 

  | website @or.rob

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kpcpiEN0vtAdTGHkuGbqAqT47pd5A4B3/view?usp=sharing
http://www.gwenba.com
https://www.instagram.com/g.wenba/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0whgCRFHAkIiUM00nGHh5uOrfWODIyE/view
https://www.instagram.com/tesswoof/
https://robert-oros.com/
https://www.instagram.com/or.rob/
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